GPDX Dxpedition to the islands of Flores and Corvo
Participation in the IOTA Contest 201£R2V

By invitation of our good friend Antonio Madeira, CUSASPDX- Portuguese DX Group,
through CT1EGW, CT1EEQ, CT1EKD and CT4NH, traveled to thardzaieparticipate in
the IOTA Contest 2014 from Flores Island (Ref IOTF8&8Ywith thecallsignCR2V

This group has been participagj in the IOTA Contest fromany yearsiow, having decided to
replace the mainland for thatlantic islandsturning nowthe attentionto the Azores.

Team CR2V was then composed of:
CUBAS Antonio, HB9CRV (CU8FN) Hermann, DL2HYH Siggi, DL8MLD Lutz, CTIEGW (CU8AU)

Arlindo, CT1EEQ (CUBAV) Luis Rodrigues, CT1EKD Pedro Namora, CT4ANH (CU8NH) Luis Teixeira
and with the special géicipation of CU2CE Jose Melo, and 'chef' Pedro Barbosa.
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weather: rain and fog ... the island is beautiful and stik evegreen oasis lost in the Atlantic.
Heading into the location of the Contesf\ntonio station, next to the lighthouse Albarnaz in
the extreme west of the island (photo 1)

Photo 1- View of antenna farm and viete SE
The station was flif assembled on the land close tite Albarnaz Ligthouse and ... oneliff
hundreds of feet to the ocean (view from the station to the souginoto 2)



Photo 2- View from the edg®f the cliff and antenna farm t&@outhwest

Photo 3- late afternoon in Albarnaz view the shack CUSAS

In the small shdc existingin one end of the antenna farmnext to the access road to the
Lighthouseeverythingwasready, or almost!, Fothe warm-up and¥’ 3 NbpgnRgOS NA Y2 y & Q



of the new indicative of two of the elements of the team, CU8FN (Hermann Stein, HBOCRYV)
and CU8NH (Luis Teixeira, CT4NH). The modest antenna farm consisted of:

1 Delta Loop for 40 m mounted on the Spider Bemastwith about 24 m high

1 Vertical with elevated radials for 80 meters, also a Spider Beastwith about 25 m high

1 Force 12 C@vhich took the first steps in 3B6 (Agalega I9Id)about 6 m above the grourd
'manual‘rotator

CushcrafA3Smounted on a tower @5 mwith rotator

6 el. 6 m beam withrotator is about 6 m above the ground.

As would later note masts Spider Beamincbe very goodor holiday dxpedition in the
Caribbean or similar expeditions, but when theal wind blowsL ... . Also, directional
antennas on Flores only loat veryheight ....

In fact the weather remained extremely and strangely serene yet thgi @hich allowed us to
complete some adjustments in trentenna farm and make som&SO0s later in the day. For us
coming from continentalEurope propagationfrom there is quite different from what we find
here inCTs The signer had been there 25 yeago (September 1990) an expedition also IOTA
(CUBIOTA) and confirmed that th@rdpagationwindows ' arevery short, toadd tothe weak

solar cycle, whiclvould help our vendifficult task, especially without InterneNO INTERNET

at ALL!

Later that day w decided to vote for an activatiaof CORVO Isthe next day (July 22).

After a 'tight' vote was decided to go. Selected antenna equipment (Kenwood TS480SAT +
G5RV).

Members of the expedition: CUSAU, CU8AV, CUBNH and DL8MLD (Lutz) ... and of texyrse Pe
our cameramat Y R WOKSTQ

Gastronomically also have not neglected the credit for others' h@hdand weget to Ponta
Delgada @¢ne small village distant about 5 km from Ponta do Albarnaz) where we would do
daily to regaingtrengthQ At RestauranPESCADQEcheZ Meireles). Good choice. It was like

we were at home ... the prices of the continahEurope make no mistakd

The next dayafter some difficulty in booking the tickets for the boat that takes you across to
CORVO Isl.we recommend that you do so in advanceand having a wonderful time, we got
there on a semrigid (Zodiac)boarding the 'skipper' Carlos Toste, with our usual stuff.
Excellent crossing, groundswell, many dolphins. Excellent.

Arrival to CU9 land, expected bthe sole &tive amateur on the island, the solicitousad
Camara CU9A@vho immediately guidg us to the best site for the operation, given that we
had only about 6 hours to show what we woidh The site selected was near thevihdmills
which are adjacent to thairport.

Was chosen the most rustic of 3, and the G5RV rose at a glance caught the wheel of@fandles
the windmill ! Excellent system! Table and chairs ' borrow&dm one local restaurant
nearby, and thehere we go

Not before lunch at local restaant, of course!
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Photb 4- Arﬁval f CUSBAU (CT1EGW) to Corvo Islnd

Photo 5- CROWSsI(EU089) our 'mast' antenna and shack! View to South



CUS8NH / P initiatedhe hostilities and & glance around 150 QSOs were madefollowed
CU8AU / P, CU8/A1 P and CT8/DL8MLD/P
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Photo 6- CU8AV (CTlEEQ) controlllng the—ppe

CUS8NH (CT4NH), Luis giving one new IOT-A8&U



